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Behaviour Policy


St. Mary’s Community Nursery behaviour policy is based on trying to create an environment where children, parents, carers and staff, value respect and care for each other. Behaviour is a means of communication, When children exhibit challenging behaviour they are trying to communicate something, it is our job to try and figure out what they are trying to communicate and help them to find a better way. Appropriate methods are implemented to manage children’s behaviour including distraction, praise and reward and excellent nursery-home links are encouraged. A child’s age and stage and development must always be taken into account when deciding what is acceptable from an individual child. We are a caring community, whose values are built on mutual trust and respect for all.  We seek to support an environment where everyone feels happy, safe and secure and we believe that the principles listed below will help build a happy and relaxed atmosphere for the children to learn in.


1. Always reject the behaviour, not the child. Never label children as bad or naughty, either to them or to someone else in their hearing-they will live up to it.
2. Give direction and correction to children in a positive way e.g. “Keep the sand in the sandpit” not     “don’t drop the sand on the floor”.
3. Give praise as often as possible. Notice behaviour which you like and give praise for it.
4. Set Limits. Children need to be secure in knowing you will not let either their behaviour or their feelings get put out of control and you will neither hurt nor, let be hurt.
5. Be consistent. The same reaction to the same situation each time gives children a feeling of security. You are giving them an ability to avoid unhappy situations.
6. Don’t threaten what you can’t do, do what you have said you will do and build up their trust.
7. When talking to a child about their behaviour, be close, calm and always get down to their level.
8. Never force a child to say ‘sorry’ you may just be teaching them to lie.
9. Encourage children to be sensitive to their own feelings and other peoples. Feedback how they look to be feeling e.g. “You look cross to me” Give them different opinions of how to express or deal with feelings. Teach them to be aware that other people have feelings too. Point out physical signs, tears or smiles; ask them to remember how they felt at a particular time.
10. Sometimes there isn’t time for reasoning. Children need to recognise an adult’s authority and respond to “NO”.

11. Bullying is not acceptable at St. Mary’s Community Nursery. Nursery practitioners will respond appropriately to any form of bullying according to the child’s needs and stages of development. Parents/Carers will be consulted and nursery practitioners will work with parents/carers to manage their behaviour and work on agreed strategies together.
12. Corporal punishment or threatening behaviour will never be used.
13. Physical intervention will only be used to prevent injury or serious damage and any interventions will be recorded on the nursery’s ‘incident of physical intervention form’ and parents will be notified on the same day and will be shown a copy of the completed form and asked to sign it. 
14. Nursery practitioners will encourage children to come up with ‘our own’ nursery rules, to include ‘kind hands and feet and indoor voices. We want the children to encourage each other to respect their nursery and feel safe and happy and to be a valued member of St. Mary’s Community Nursery.

Person responsible for Behaviour Management – Lois Ogden

All staff advised and will take further advice from Lois, where appropriate.
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