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Transition to School or Nursery Policy


At St Mary’s Community Nursery, we understand that starting Nursery, moving from one group to another, changing settings or starting school is an exciting time for children, but can also be a challenging and anxious time for both children and their parents/carers. We are committed to putting the needs of the child first whilst working with each other, parents/carers and other professionals to make transitions as smooth as possible for all concerned. 
This policy aims to ensure that St Mary’s Community Nursery makes any transition as easy and enjoyable as possible for Parents and Carers.

Children experience many transitions in their early years and our Nursery team are sensitive to the difficulties children may have whist going through these transitions.

Some examples of transitions that young children may experience are:

· Starting Nursery 
· Starting School or moving Nurseries
· Changes in home environment such as family breakdowns, new siblings, moving home, death of a family member or a pet. 

Supporting Transitions in the Nursery

The nursery will support all children in the nursery with any transitions they may be encountering. The nursery team will be sensitive to any changes in their key children’s behaviour and personality. We respectfully ask that parents inform us of any changes in the home environment that may impact on their child, so the team can be aware of the reasons behind any potential changes in the child’s character.

If the transition relates to the child starting at the Nursery, we will follow our Settling in Policy. If the transition is due to occur whist the child is at Nursery, the Nursery will fully support the child through this process in the following ways:

Moving from the Baby room to the Toddler Room,to the Pre School Room

The child’s parents will be notified before their child moves rooms and introduced to the new Key Person. The New Key Person will spend a little time down in the Baby/Toddler room before the child moves (Post Covid restrictions) so they can get to know each other and handover/meeting will be held between both Key Persons. 

Starting School 

Starting school is a huge transition and the nursery will do all it can to facilitate a smooth move. We have a variety of methods that support this:

· The Nursery will provide a variety of resources that relate to the school, e.g. uniform to dress up in, a role play area set up as a school classroom, photographs of all the schools the children may attend. This will help the children to become familiar with this new concept of school. 
· The Nursery will invite school representatives into the Nursery to introduce them to the children.
· The Key Person will initiate conversations with their key children, who are due to move to school, about the school and discuss what they think may be different and what may be the same. They will talk through any concerns the child may have and initiate activities or group discussions relating to any issues enabling these to be overcome. 
· There will be a leavers event for Nursery leavers due to start in full time school, to celebrate their time and achievements at St Mary’s. 
· We will provide each school with any information they need relating to individual children, to enable teachers to have a good understanding of each child. This will include their interests, strengths, and level of understanding and development in key areas. This will support continuity of care and early learning. 
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