St Mary’s Community Nursery CIC    Admissions policy and Settling In
At St Mary’s Community Nursery, we are an inclusive setting. Our admissions policy is that all children and families are welcome and we will respond appropriately to a child’s individual needs and history.
The following criteria will be taken into consideration when offering places to children at St Mary’s Community Nursery.
1. Children already attending St Mary’s Community Nursery will be given extra sessions where requested and available.
2. Siblings of children already attending the nursery will be given priority.
3. Children who have been on the waiting list the longest although this is dependent upon what availability there is for each group. For example, if we do not have space for a two year old, due to the ratio criteria, a three year old who is further down the waiting list may be offered a place.
A half term notice of your child leaving is required
Procedures
Admissions Arrangements
Our admissions policy is that all children are welcome and we will respond appropriately to a child’s individual needs and requirements. Individual cases are discussed between families and management to enable us to liaise with them and any outside professionals.
Settling In 
St Mary’s Community Nursery recognises that each child is different and the settling in period for one child may not be the same for another child. The child’s needs will be discussed with the parent/carer, so that we can plan to meet their individual needs and resolve any difficulties, quickly and smoothly. Staff will also provide support and encouragement to parents/carers during the settling in period. We will never leave a child upset or distressed and we will always be honest with Parents/Carers regarding how their child is settling in. 
Partnership with parents
We aim to build a good and effective relationship with Parents of all our children. We value their input and opinions and permission will be sought regarding decisions about the child, written or verbal. All decisions made will be in conjunction with parents. We will ensure regular meetings are made to enable us to discuss your child’s progress and any targets set. Since Covid 19 restrictions, Tapestry (see our gdpr policy), email and phone calls is the way we communicate mostly with our parents.
Curriculum, Resources and Learning Environment
We aim to provide a well structured learning environment with access to a rich variety of well planned activities, experiences, resources and equipment. We plan and ensure that all activities and equipment is accessible and inclusive to all children with special adaptions and considerations made for children with special educational needs e.g. space and layout, specialised equipment and resources. All children are given the opportunity to explore and discover many different experiences using a variety of resources responding to their senses. 
Identification and Assessment
Our setting observes all children regularly using Tapestry. We use DFE’s code of practice on the identification and assessment of Special Educational Needs. When we have agreed and discussed that there is a concern, our Senco will discuss this concern with the Parents. We will decide with the parents how we will deal with and monitor the concern and when we shall review the situation. If, when we review the situation, we feel outside agencies are required, we will make a referral with parents written permission. Outside agencies may include Bradford Early Years Special Educational Need Inclusion and Access officers, speech and language etc. The SENCO will also ensure that where a concern is being monitored, that an Individual Support Plan is written up and Parents/Carers will contribute to this. 
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